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Activities and 
Printables

Print out and laminate the posters
to use in your room with phonics

lessons. Print and laminate the smaller
cards to use in centers and the writing

center. Enjoy!

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS 
TO EVERY RULE!

Phonics Rules!



short vowels
Rule: 1 Use a short vowel sound in words 

that have the CVC pattern.
(Consonant Vowel Consonant)

bad     pet     dog
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Name______________________________________________Date__________

Pre-Test

1. fed_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. since___________________________________________________________________________________
3. swap___________________________________________________________________________________
4. ridge___________________________________________________________________________________
5. she ____________________________________________________________________________________
6. pine____________________________________________________________________________________
7. kind____________________________________________________________________________________
8. steak__________________________________________________________________________________
9. crew___________________________________________________________________________________
10. form___________________________________________________________________________________
11. fry_____________________________________________________________________________________
12. city___________________________________________________________________________________
13. cent___________________________________________________________________________________
14. magic__________________________________________________________________________________
15. gem____________________________________________________________________________________
16. judge__________________________________________________________________________________
17. knock__________________________________________________________________________________
18. anchor_________________________________________________________________________________
19. chef___________________________________________________________________________________
20. nation__________________________________________________________________________________

mastered not mastered

Have each student read the words below. Write down what they say. Each number
matches a rule that they need to work on if they get the word incorrect.
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Name______________________________________________Date__________

PostTest
Have each student read the words below. Write down what they say. Each number

matches a rule that they need to work on if they get the word incorrect.

1. had______________________________________________________________________________________
2. dense___________________________________________________________________________________
3. watt___________________________________________________________________________________
4. dodge__________________________________________________________________________________
5. hi______________________________________________________________________________________
6. hope____________________________________________________________________________________
7. child____________________________________________________________________________________
8. freight_________________________________________________________________________________
9. juice___________________________________________________________________________________
10. purse__________________________________________________________________________________
11. pry_____________________________________________________________________________________
12. study__________________________________________________________________________________
13. cycle__________________________________________________________________________________
14. couch__________________________________________________________________________________
15. gym____________________________________________________________________________________
16. ridge__________________________________________________________________________________
17. write__________________________________________________________________________________
18. orchid_________________________________________________________________________________
19. chute__________________________________________________________________________________
20. future_________________________________________________________________________________

mastered not mastered
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short vowels
Rule: 2 Use a short vowel sound in words 

that have 1 syllable and end in a
silent e. There should be 2 consonants

between the silent e and the first vowel.

fence  dance  

www.lessonplandiva.com       2011



short vowels
Rule: 3 Use a short o vowel sound when the 

letter a follows a w in a word.

watch  swap 
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short vowels
Rule: 4 Use a short vowel sound in 

words that end in dge.

badge  hedge  fudge
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long vowels
Rule: 5 Use a long vowel sound in words 

that end in a single vowel.

hi    my   go
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long vowels
Rule: 6 Use a long vowel sound in words 
that end with a silent e and have one 

consonant in between the silent e and the 
vowel. 

slime    mane   hope
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long vowels
Rule: 7 Use a long vowel sound in words 

that end with gh, nd, ld, ll, or st and 
have an i or an o before it. 

most   old   thigh
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vowel digraphs
Rule: 8 A digraph is when 2 vowels
come together to make one sound. 

Usually the first vowel is long and the 
second is silent.

rain   boat  soap
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vowel diphthongs
Rule: 9 A diphthong is when 2 vowels

come together to make a new sound. 

boy   auto  blue
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r-controlled vowels
Rule: 10 When a vowel is followed
by a bossy r, the sound is neither

long or short.

car   her  for
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letter Y
Rule: 11 Use a long vowel sound in words 
that have one syllable and end with a y.

The y will have a long i sound.

my   sky   fry
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letter Y
Rule: 12 The y makes a long e vowel sound 

when a word has at least 2 syllables 
and ends with a y.

baby   city 
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letter C
Rule: 13 The letter c will make an
s sound if the letters e, i, or y 

come after the c.

cent    city    cycle
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letter c
Rule: 14 The letter c will make a k sound 
if any letter other than e, i, or y (or no 

letter at all) comes after the c.

scale    magic   
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letter g
Rule: 15 The letter g makes the (juh)
sound when followed by the letters 

e, i, or y.

gym   giraffe gem

www.lessonplandiva.com       2011



letters dge
Rule: 16 The letters dge makes
the (juh) sound when at the end

of a one syllable word.

edge   budge  dodge
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silent consonants
Rule: 17 Some words have two 

consonants and one of the letters
is silent.

knight   comb  bright



consonant digraph ch

Rule: 18 ch can make the sound of k when
it is close to the letter r.

chrome   Chris   anchor



Rule: 19 ch can also make the sh sound.

chef   parachute

consonant digraph ch
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other sounds

tion      (shun)     nation

word       sound           example

  ture    (cher)    future

sure    (zhur)  treasure
tient    (shent)   patient
tial      (shul)     partial

#20
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